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Exploring Immigrant Experiences 
Through Census Records
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Census Records
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• Taken every 10 years since 1790, the United States census provides a snapshot of the 
nation's population. Because of a 72-year restriction on access to the records, the most 
recent census year currently available is 1950.

• The 1950 census was the last time enumerators personally visited most households 
with large multi-family census sheets. During the 1960 and later censuses, households 
received enumeration forms in the mail and mailed them back to the Census Bureau.
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Immmigrants in Census Records
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• Each personʼs state or country of birth is reported in the 1850 through 1950 censuses.

• A foreign birthplace indicates the person immigrated to the United States sometime 
between birth and the date of the census.

Country of Birth
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• A year of immigration is recorded for individuals in the 1900–1930 censuses. This date 
can help a researcher narrow the focus of their search for a passenger manifest or 
border crossing record.

Immigration

http://research.archives.gov/description/595034
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• The 1820 and 1830 censuses report the number of “foreigners not naturalized” in the 
household. Although the specific person(s) who were foreigners are not indicated, this 
is a clue to search for household members in immigration records; to pay attention to 
clues in other records that point to foreign origins; and to search for possible later 
naturalization records.

• The 1870 census indicates with a check mark “Male Citizens of the U.S. of 21 years of 
age and upwards.” If the man was a foreign-born citizen, this means that he had 
become naturalized by 1870.

Naturalization



8

• From the 1900–1950 censuses, a naturalization status is recorded for individuals. The 
status recorded is a good starting point for determining whether an individual may have 
pursued U.S. citizenship. 

• The answers for naturalization status on the 1900-1940 census were recorded as:
Al = Alien
Pa = First Papers
Na = Naturalized (Second Papers)

• On the 1950 census, naturalization status was indicated with Yes, No, or AP for born 
abroad of American parents.

Naturalization
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Title
Body
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Using the Census to Connect with 
Other Immigrant Records
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Connections to Investigate

https://www.archives.gov/research/immigration
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Florence Dorothy Martin (nee Coates)
Born 4/28/1898 in London, England
Residence in Chicago, IL
Spouse – James Martin, married 10/6/1924 (in Canada)
Child – James Martin, Jr., born 9/27/1925 (in Canada)
Death 9/16/1956 in Los Angeles, CA

Case Study
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Case Study – 1930 Census
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Case Study – 1940 Census
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Case Study – Naturalization Record
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Case Study – Arrival Record
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Case Study – Arrival Record

S.S. Cameronia
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Time to Explore!


